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Ready or Not, Here we come!
New Brunswick Child Care Election Campaign

On September 18, 2006 New Brunswickers will be going to the polls to elect a new provincial government. For children
and families, the stakes are high, the dangers of inaction grave and the opportunities for progress more real than ever. Here’s why:

The situation

· Over ¾ of families with young children have both parents in the workforce.

· Only one in eight (1 in 8) children have access to regulated child care. 

· Quality child care remains unaffordable for many families, often costing more then their housing costs.

· Despite recent investments in child care, New Brunswick lags behind other provinces that have been investing in early learning and child care for many years.

· The federal government recently canceled a multi-year funding agreement for child care with New Brunswick.

We want all children to have access to quality early learning and child care programs.

· To accomplish this, the provincial government needs to develop and invest in a long term plan for early learning and child care.

· The provincial government’s child care plan should be based on the following principles: quality programming, lowering parent fees, increasing the availability of quality child care and paying child care staff adequate wages. 

Our questions

· Do you think that all children should have access to a range of quality early learning and child care programs?

· What is your long term plan for child care, how much money will you invest in it?

· Do you agree that the federal government should transfer funds to the provincial governments for child care?

· Do you agree that parents should not need to depend on luck to locate quality programs?

(If the candidate does not agree with you, ask) Why? Could certain information make you change your opinion?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Please send us this card with the candidates response as soon as possible to: Coalition des services de garde à l’enfance du Nouveau-Brunswick, 368 ave. Eunice Dieppe (N.-B.) E1A 5V6.  fax (866) 595-3101. nbccc.csgnb@rogers.com.
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