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Calling on all New Brunswickers to make child care an election issue
(Dieppe, NB) The NB Child Care Coalition is calling on all New Brunswickers to ask their political candidates how they plan to address the shortages of quality and affordable child care spaces throughout the province.
“The stakes are high for children and families in NB during this election campaign,” says Jody Dallaire, coordinator with the Coalition “because the federal government cancelled funds earmarked for child care, the province needs to play a leadership role to ensure that our children can access quality and affordable child care programs regardless of where their parents live.”
While over three quarters of parents work, only 13 percent of children can access regulated child care. Quality child care remains unaffordable for many families, averaging between $425 and over $500 per month per child. Despite recent investments in child care, New Brunswick lags behind other provinces that have been investing in child care for many years. The New Brunswick government invests $129 per child on regulated child care, well below the national average of $500 per child.

“As parents and citizens concerned with the well-being of children, we have an obligation to let our politicians know how we feel” says Laudia LeBlanc, a spokesperson for the Coalition “we have the voting power to make a difference and to shape the future of child care in the province. Let’s use that power to our advantage.”

As the election campaign progresses, the NB Child Care Coalition will be comparing each party’s platform on child care and will post the results on their web site. Information on the Coalition’s campaign is available at: www.nbccc-csgnb.ca.
The New Brunswick Child Care Coalition is a non-profit, membership-based organization that includes both organizational and individual members from across the province. The organization promotes high quality, universally accessible, non-profit, publicly funded child care, with trained and well-remunerated staff, for all New Brunswick children who want or need it.
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� Sources: Friendly, Martha; Beach, Jane Early Childhood Education and Care in Canada 2004 Childcare Resource and Research Unit, University of Toronto available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.childcarecanada.org/ECEC2004/index.html" ��http://www.childcarecanada.org/ECEC2004/index.html�.





2006 Report Card on the Status of Women in New Brunswick A statistical profile by the New Brunswick Advisory Council on the Status of Women available at: http://www.acswcccf.nb.ca/








